A FoCuUS ON TABLELAN

Tempt your tastebuds
at Atherton festival

THE Tastesof the Tablelands Festival hosted Thesiteislicensed.
Therewill beaseparateareaset asidefor those
who wish towatch chefscooking up atreat with
local produce. L ocal vintage car and motor bike
clubswill also beproviding adisplay.

Tony Hermann, awor |d renowned ice car ver,
will also bedemonstrating hisskillsat thisfestival.
Theladieswill also begiven aglimpseof the
latest fashionsin afashion parade hosted by Blue
L agoon from Mareeba. Children will becatered for

by aspecial children’ssection at thesite.

Aswell asfashionson thestage, organiserswill
behoping to seewonderful fashionson thosewho
attend, astherewill be prizesfor best fashionsof
theday —ladies’, men’sand children’s.

TheChinese M useum will also beopen, and
therewill bean art display with local artists
displaying their work in theOld Post Office.

Thiswill beagreat family day. Entry through
thegatewill cost $7, with children under 12 free.

® For more information phone (07) 4091 7757 or
0407 112 712.

by theRotary Club of Atherton on Sunday,
October 17isan event not to be missed.

Tobeheld at the Chinese Temple Groundson
Herberton Road from 10am-4pm, thisevent will
showcasethebest wines, coffees, cheeses, chocolates
and other local producethat thiswonderful region
produces. It will also givean insight into someof the
local businessesin theregion.

Thisfestival will also beagreat opportunity to
sampleand purchase someof thevaried and unique
productsthat areproduced on the Tableland.

If you want towileaway afew hourson alazy
Sunday afternoon, comeand enjoy the
entertainment provided for theday.

Enjoy themusic by the Swamp Dogsor be
entertained by younglocal artists.

Enjoy lunch (which you can purchasefrom the
varied menusprovided by local eateriesand clubs)
and sit at atableunder themarqueesor relax under
theshady treeswith aglassor two of local wine.

Luscious produce fromthe Tableland region will be presented in Atherton on October 17.

Fil

Want to save
on fert?

and save the reef as well?

manager Ross Newman manages

thedistribution of thelargest range
of Plant Variety Rights-accredited
tropical legumeand grass seedsin
Australiafor the Mareeba company
started by John Rains.

Southedge Seedsisnow at the
forefront of improved pasture
development in northern Australia.

Mr Rainsiscontinually scouring the
world for new species, and hislatest find
was Mekong Brizanthafrom Brazil.

ItisaBrachiariasimilar tosignal
grass, but more productive and palatabl e.

When well fertilised it can withstand
heavy grazing. It flowers about eight
weekslater than signal grassand
producestwicethedry matter.

Itissuitablefor areaswith arainfall
above 1000mm, reaches 1.2 metresin
height and has stout, erect stemsand
broad leaves.

S OUTHEDGE Seeds marketing

xX|r8 helps you energise soil
systems to halt fert losses

r8 =

X|r8 contains microbial cultures
which help you

A question & answer
series with Ken Bellamy

Q: Doesphotosynthesisstop when
thereisno sunlight, or because of dense
cloud cover?

A: Photosynthesisisthe natural
process of living things capturing light
and storing it in special energy
compounds.

These special compounds—let'scall
them photon packs—are used for fuel
when the organism converts carbon diox-
ide from the atmosphereinto sugars.

Plants use these photon packswhen
they grow. But the photon pack may have
been produced by the plant itself or by
other organismsliving nearby.

Themineral phosphorusisakey
component of these photon packs, and
must be availablein the soil for photosyn-
thesisto happen.

Phosphorusactsasasort of battery for
the photon pack and isexchanged asthe
energy inthe pack isused.

> halt fertiliser losses

> unlock soil nutrients

> improve soil structure

where to buyx|(r8 -

INNISFAIL

ph: (07) 4061 6761
soilcare@gldnet.com.au

TOWNSVILLE

ph: (07) 4774 6337
www.virm.com.au
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It will grow in awiderange of soil
typesandistolerant of acid soils.

It can withstand more waterlogging
than signal grass, but not amuch as Tully
humidicola

Establishment timeissimilar to
humidicola

Another high-producing grass
availablefrom Southedge SeedsisAlto
panicum, aspeciesof guineagrasswhich
yieldsof up to 84 tonnes of green matter
and 1000kg dry matter/ha, making it the
second largest grass producer after
sugarcane.

Panicumisknown for its palatability,
responseto fertiliser and tol erance of
heavy stocking, but it cannot stand
waterlogging or frosts.

Inall, Southedge Seeds hasarange of
closeto 30 grass speciesto suit all rainfall
zones and soil typesfrom Central
Queensland to the Gulf, aswell as20
|legume species and various mixes of

Photon packsare‘ charged up’ by
photons (light) and accept the charge by
picking up apiece of phosphorus. When
the pack isused, phosphorusisreleased.
These packs can accept photon ener-
gyfromany typeof light. Thelight we see
isonly asmall part of thetotal light spec-
trum, but even ultra-violet light and infra-
red light can be used for photosynthesis.

Thesetwo bands of light are not overly
impacted by cloud cover. Infact, photon
packs can even be charged at night, using
reflected or re-radiated light whichisnot
visibleto the naked eye.

Thetrick isthat plantsuse mostly visi-
blelight while other organismsusethe
other bandstoo. So the plant itself may
slow down when visible sunlight fades but
some of its neighbours can help pick up
theslack.

Infra-red light can penetrate soil, so
photosynthesis can be activein what we
think isdarkness.

Provided there are enough
‘phototrophic’ or photosynthetic bacteria

Leading edge in seeds

speciesthat are available coated or
uncoated.

Two of thelegumesare Aztec Atro and
Cardillo Centro.

Aztec Atroisarust-resistant twining
perennial legume with adeep root system.
Itismore cold tolerant than Siratro, with
excellent spring growth, higher dry matter
production and produces more seed,
which givesit long-term persistence.

Cardillo Centroisalso atwining
perennial but asit roots down at the nodes
it spreadsvigorously and isharder for
stock to pull out.

Oneof itsgreatest attributesisits
ability to compete with vigorous gasses
like humidicolaand signal grass, and asit
ismore cold tolerant than common
Centro, it issuited to wet coastal areas
from Mackay north.

® For more information contact
Southedge Seeds on (07) 4093 2208 or
visit the website:
www.southedgeseeds.com.au

Photosynthesis in the dark

and other organismswhich can accept
non-visiblelight, photosynthesiscan go
on 24 hoursaday.

Plants make friends with these organ-
ismsand even trade them enzymes and
other substancesfor photon packswhen
there are enough of them present. This
meansthat plants can shareina‘ second
wave' of photosynthesis-outsourced to
soil organisms.

Increased overall photosynthetic activ-
ity resultsin greater capture of CO, from
theair, greater sugar production and better
growth all around.

Aslong astheright microbesare pres-
ent around aplant, sugar production can
happen day or night, light or dark ... just
likeit doesonthe dark and shady floor of
arainforest or deepin the ocean.

Build the microbes, sharetheir photon
packs and photosynthesis happensevenin
thedark.

®Ken Bellamy is the director of
Townsville-based biotech company Vital
Resource Management.

when it comes to pasture
seed, no one knows more
about it, than the people
that produce it!l!

Caatinga Stylo
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Bolton 495™ Pinto Peanut

The Only Producers Of Varieties such as:-
Alto Pan™icum
Mekong Briz™antha
Cardillo Centro
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Sowing the seeds of prosperity
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Phone: (07) 4086 2400
www.southedgeseeds.com.au
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