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SERVICE DIRECTORY
The Townsville Sun Newspaper
has a current audited circulation
of 52,858*, distributed in the
Townsville City.
*CAB Oct 08 - Mar 09
OFFICE
4722 4467
198 Ogden Street, Townsville
Email: admin@townsvillesun.com.au
Fax:
4722 4560
Managing Editor: Bruce Macdonald 4722 4461
Sales Support: Julie Styles
4722 4591
EDITORIAL
Reporter: Lydia Kellner
4722 4451
Photographer: Darren Hilder
4722 4491
ADVERTISING
Sales Supervisor:
Sue Day
Account Managers:
Sharon Reid
Tarsha Painter

4722 4489
4722 4468
4722 4514

Classifieds & Trades & Services:
4722 4488

HOME DELIVERY PROBLEMS?
We aim to have most copies of The Sun delivered
by 9am on Wednesdays. If you have any queries
concerning delivery of your copy, please call:
Distribution department:
Rob Donkin
4722 4567

EMERGENCY NUMBERS
Police, Ambulance, Fire
Kirwan Police

000
4726 1000

Townsville Police

4759 9777

Stuart Police

4778 1210

Mundingburra Police

4726 8666

Magnetic Island Police

4778 5270

Ambulance Townsville
Alcohol & Drug Services
Community Information Centre
Crime Stoppers

4725 4899
1800 177 833
4771 4230
1800 333 000

NQ Domestic Violence Resource Service
4721 2888
Kids Helpline
1800 551 800
Legal Aid Office
1300 651 188
Lifeline
131 114
Poisons Information
131 126
Rape Crisis Line
1800 657 501
Salvation Army
4728 3944
St Vincent de Paul
4721 2030
Ergon Energy-Power Problems & Emergencies
132 296
Victims Counselling & Support Services
1300 139 703
Bureau of Meteorology
Qld Tropical Cyclone Warnings
Flood Warnings Qld
The New Townsville City
After Hours Numbers:
Townsville:
Thuringowa:
Libraries:

Townsville
Citi Libraries Knowledge Centre
Flinders Mall:
4727 9666
Monday – Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday & Sunday 9am-12noon
Aitkenvale:
4727 8310
Monday -Wednesday – Friday 10am-5pm
Tuesday & Thursday
10am-8pm
Saturday 10am-2pm
Thuringowa:
Monday – Friday 9am-6pm
Saturday 9am-4pm
Sunday 10am-1pm
Taxi Services:

1300 659 212
1300 659 219

4727 8999
4779 3592

4773 8500

13 8294 (13 TAXI)

WATERING DAYS
Thuringowa:
Even numbers: Saturday, Tuesday and Thursday
Odd numbers: Sunday, Wednesday and Friday
Townsville:
Even numbers: Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday
Odd numbers: Wednesday, Friday, & Sunday

GIVE US YOUR NEWS:
The Townsville Sun provides a free service for Letters
to the Editor, Community Notices and Sports News.
Letters to the Editor are submitted on the condition
that The North Queensland Newspaper Company Pty
Ltd, as publisher of The Townsville Sun may edit and
has the right to, and licence third parties to, reproduce
in electronic form and communicate these letters.
Letters to the Editor must be signed and carry the
author's name, address and contact phone number.
Preference will be given to letters which are concise
and topical. The editor reserves the right to edit
letters. Deadline 4pm Thursday.
"Community Clippings" notices are published free of
charge, but due to space limitations, there can be no
guarantee of publication. The notice must be received
at least one week before requested publication date.
The event’s venue and date must be included, and
the name, address and phone number for a contact
person must be advised.
Sport News should be forwarded to the editor
to arrive by 9am Monday. While publishers will
endeavour to publish submitted material, space and
other restrictions will sometimes preclude this.
Printed and Published by The North Queensland
Newspaper Company Ltd. (ABN 64 009 655 690)
198-238 Ogden Street, Townsville, at Flinders Street
West Print Site, 623-645 Flinders Street West.
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T’VILLE BUL

KEN Bellamy has had enough life experiences to write a book — maybe
that will be his next challenge?
Photo: DARREN HILDER JJ178133

Wed, Mar 10, 10

‘‘That was in 1983, a time when Jordan was heavily
affected by polio which saw many of its people
crippled.
‘‘Getting them out amongst their own people again
became a challenge I really enjoyed in life.’’
The challenge proved to be a great success.
In 1986, Ken finally returned to Australia but realised his overseas acquired skills and qualifications
meant nothing in his own country.
‘‘I pretty much had to start from the beginning and
it was incredibly hard to find a job.’’
A coincidental encounter with construction workers at the Robina (Gold Coast) golf course, led to a job
not event Ken had considered for himself — building
water fountains.
‘‘Water had always been a fasciation of mine and
building water features turned out to be a profitable
industry,’’ he said.
Unfortunately, Ken soon caught a cocktail of
mosquito-borne diseases, which meant a six-month
cooling down period for the highly energetic
workaholic.
‘‘I decided it was time to explore new challenges,’’
he said.
‘‘While I was sick I started studying financial planning which became my new job and lasted for about
10 years.
‘‘While at a financial conference in Sydney, we were
asked to consider our environment and what we
would do to sustain it.
‘‘To me that was like being given a challenge, and
it’s because of that Vital Resource Management
exists.’’
With a vast agricultural community in the North and
Ken, having a young family to consider, set up the
company in Townsville in 1996.
Since his move North, Ken has a become a
prominent figure not just within the agricultural industry but also within the local basketball community.
Today, as he did more than 25 years ago, Ken
continues to play ‘big brother’ to many aspiring basketball stars — a relationship not even the ‘bugs’ can
break up.
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‘BUGGING’ love for sustainability has Ken
Bellamy at top of his game.
The founder and managing director of
Townsville-based company, Vital Resource Management, has found his calling in microbial technology
which provides targeted nutrient uptake for specific
elements in agriculture and waste management
though the introduction of friendly bugs.
While Ken has always had a keen interest in the
‘bugging’ things of life, it took him a diversified number of jobs and early interests to reach his present
career.
Ken’s interest in the creepy crawlies was first awakened in at high school in Ipswich in 1976, when the
then 10th grader got into an argument with friends
over which was the deadliest spider in the world.
Eager to learn more, he went to the school’s library
to follow-up on their discussion.
‘‘When we got there we opened up three
encyclopaedias and realised that the answers didn’t
match each other,’’ Ken recalled.
‘‘That was in 1976, over the years I realised you
couldn’t believe everything you read and that there
was still much to be discovered.’’
The then 15 year-old’s curiosity of the world found
no end and he secretly applied for an American sports
scholarship, which he won.
Packing his bags two years later and leaving behind a collection of 3000 living spider for his mother to
dispose off, Ken set off to a new world where he
studied religion.
‘‘I come from a very religious family, and have
always been interested in why people think how they
think,’’ Ken said.
‘‘But most of all I like being there because we didn’t
have to attend class as long as we sat our exams and
handed in our assignments — that gave us a lot of
time to follow up on the more fun things in life.’’
In Ken’s case it was his passion for basketball
which soon led to the ‘tall white boy’ entering a big
brother basketball program to help develop the skills
of underprivileged kids.
Ken could also often found in the college’s library
where he read up on educating the handicapped.
‘‘I have always been interested in that as, when I
was younger, I was told I could never walk or run on
my own,’’ Ken recalled.
‘‘I looked liked Forest Gump with braces around my
legs — but I overcame that which once again shows
everything is possible.’’
His newfound interest led to Ken’s next journey in
life, to the Middle East and Jordan.
‘‘I was commissioned by the Royal Family to help
bring handicap education back into the public arena,’’
he explained.
‘‘Back then they were totally secluded from the rest
of the nation, almost prison-like.
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